THE FIGHT FOR A FREE SEA

arsenals rendered a heap of ruins. Yet down to this
moment not a single American frigate has struck her
flag* They insult and laugh at our want of enterprise
and vigor. They leave their ports when they please
and return to them when it suits their convenience;
they traverse the Atlantic; they beset the West India
Islands; they advance to the very chops of the Chan-
nel; they parade along the coasts of South America;
nothing chases, nothing intercepts, nothing engages
them but to yield them triumph.

It was to be taken for granted that England
would do something more than scold about the
audacity of the American navy. Even after the
declaration of war her most influential men hoped
that the repeal of the obnoxious Orders-in-Council
might yet avert a solution of the American problem
by means of the sword. There was hesitation to
apply the utmost military and naval pressure, and
New England was regarded with feelings almost
friendly because of its opposition to an offensive
warfare against Great Britain and an invasion
of Canada.

Absorbed in the greater issue against Napoleon,
England was nevertheless aroused to more vigorous
action against the United States and devised strong
blockading measures for the spring of 1813. Un-
able to operate against the enemy's ships in force